FYS OUTDOOR SCHOOL
Professor: Diane Borsato

Invasive Species
Group Presentation in the Arboretum: (20% of final grade)

In groups of 3 - students will select a locally significant invasive species from the following list (plant or animal) to present to the class. 

1. Emerald Ash Borer (beetle) 
2. Asian Ladybugs (beetle)
3. European Honey bee (Apis mellifera) 
4. Earthworms 
5. Japanese beetle 
6. Gypsy moth
7. Garlic Mustard
8. Phragmites also known as European common reed 
9. [bookmark: _GoBack]Norway Maple
10. Oriental bittersweet
11. Buckthorn
12. Domestic cats

With the exception of cats, all of these species can be found in the U of Guelph Arboretum. Go find them! Take us to them and teach us about all of your research that complicates our understandings of them.


Presentations will be evaluated for:

Relevant references to readings, the invasive species podcast(s), in-class discussions

Relevant references to scientific research, as well as popular cultural references. Are there differences and inconsistencies in these two kinds of narratives?

Include pros and cons about species to humans and the wider ecological environment. Complicate the ways species are evaluated as “good” or “bad”, describe how that changes with different perspectives.

Including perspectives on the species from various disciplines (not just scientific) to create an expansive context for your presentation. 

Critical commentary on use of language and advertising describing the species (for example, look for sensational, militaristic, racist or villainizing language and representations)

Create a hands-on/in-the-field experience for the group to learn something about the species. 

Clear, organized, and compelling field presentation 
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